Re:  Coach Focused Modified Apprenticeship Program Survey
Dear Industry Partners:

The Steering Committee met on June 24th, and we’re happy to report that due to all of the hard work and perseverance of the members, the industry focused program is another, very close step to reality.
In attendance were:
        Alan McClelland – Centennial College
        Dave Spear – Centennial College
        Al Thompson – Centennial College
        Chris Papaconstantino - Durham Transit 
        Bill King - Go Transit 
        Sya Amin - Go Transit 
        Jim McKinnon - Motor Carrier Pass Coach Council of Canada 
        Allan Pritchard - TTC 
        Sam Lightowler - TTC 
        Christine Wannop - MTCU 
        Maryke Vander-Meiden - MTCU
The Ministry has approved a seat purchases (class of twenty) for a MAP (Modified Apprenticeship Program) for a Coach Focused Technician. The existing and current three levels of in-school Truck/Coach Curriculum will be delivered, however it will be with coach focused lessons, teaching aids and presentation material.  The fourth level of in-school curriculum will be developed by members of the bus industry and Centennial College.  

We are writing to you today to solicit comments with respect to start-up timing of this program and potential numbers of students that would be able to participate.

The questions:

1.) Considering a starting date for this program, would you prefer to send student/apprentice coach technicians for an October 2010 or an April 2011 commencement of this program?

           Answer:
2.) Additionally, as participation numbers will be critical to the initiation of this program, could you provide us with the number of students you could send to the course if it was held for eight weeks beginning October 2010 and similarly, the number of students available to participate if the April 2011 date was chosen?
Answer:
TTC and a couple of other transit systems have near enough candidates for the first class.  The question is, with the number of apprentices in the private sector, we need to determine your participation.  With only participation by Canar Coach and First Student initially, feedback from other companies in the industry would be appreciated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Thank you for your continued support and we are looking forward to the launch of this inaugural program.
Reply to jkucheran2@sympatico.ca 
